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2.40(b)(3)   

Attending veterinarian and adequate veterinary care (dealers and exhibitors). 

Daily observation of three rabbits was not done sufficiently to assess their health and well-being. 
- A white rabbit with black spots along the spine and over the face as well as black ears was seen with a circular firm 
mass, approximately 1 inch in diameter, on the neck below the left ear. The hair at the intersection between the neck and 
the mass was thinning/parting revealing a small circular red and yellow ulcerated lesion.  
- A small fuzzy grey kit was seen with a large amount of debris, hair and hay coating the area where the eyes should be. 
There was a large amount of thick sticky cloudy white material gluing the hay and debris onto the right eye. A facility 
representative removed the debris from both eyes allowing them to open. Both eyes were small and cloudy white/grey in 
color with reddened hairless eyelids around. 
- A white rabbit was seen laying down at the corner of the enclosure with his head tilted down towards the left side. The tilt 
remained when the rabbit moved around and at times quick twitching right eye movements were seen.  
The licensee had not identified the conditions affecting these animals, therefore had not contacted the veterinarian for 
guidance on care. Failure to promptly identify animal conditions delays treatment which may negatively impact animal 
health and comfort. A more rigorous method of daily observation of all animals must be implemented to properly assess 
their health and well-being. Direct and frequent communication with the attending veterinarian is required for timely 
diagnosis and adequate medical attention. The veterinarian needs to be consulted regarding the currently affected 
animals to obtain an appropriate diagnosis and treatment plan. Correct by August 28, 2026. 

3.25(a)   

Facilities, general. 

Approximately 20 Syrian hamster enclosures were in need of repair and contained sharp points that could result in animal 
injury. Varying amounts of damage were seen affecting the metal lixit (only source of water) as well as the circular metal 
grommets covering the plastic hole that allows access to the lixit. The damage created sharp points within direct contact 
of the animals. Animals coming in contact with sharp points when drinking from the lixit could suffer injury. Housing 
facilities must be structurally sound and maintained in good repair, to protect the animals from injury. Correct by 
September 18, 2026. 

3.53(c)(2)   

Primary enclosures. 
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Twenty-five enclosures, each housing two rabbits, had inadequate floor space in accordance with the AWA and 
regulations. The enclosures were either 2 feet long and 1 ft wide (2 square feet) or 2 ft long and 15 inches wide (2.5 
square feet). Rabbits such as these weighing less than 4.4 pounds need to have 1.5 square feet each of available floor 
space. Therefore, enclosures housing two rabbits need to provide a minimum of 3 square feet of floor space. Adequate 
floor space is necessary to allow the rabbits to make normal postural and social adjustments with adequate freedom of 
movement. Per a facility representative, the rabbits pair housed as described above, were done so for a period of 24 
hours for breeding. Regardless of the timeframe, each rabbit weighing less than 4.4lbs shall be provided with 1.5 square 
feet of space. Correct by September 11, 2026. 

 

This inspection and exit interview were conducted with facility representatives. 

 

Additional Inspectors: 

Lisa Ekman, VETERINARY MEDICAL OFFICER n 
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Count Scientific Name Common Name 
000068  Phodopus roborovskii ROBOROVSKI'S DWARF HAMSTER 
004201  Mesocricetus auratus SYRIAN / GOLDEN HAMSTER 
000435  Cavia porcellus DOMESTIC GUINEA PIG 
000209  Meriones unguiculatus MONGOLIAN GERBIL 
003919  Oryctolagus cuniculus DOMESTIC RABBIT / EUROPEAN RABBIT 
   
008832 Total   
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