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3.137(a)   

Primary enclosures used to transport live animals. 

The transport enclosures used to transport seven hedgehogs did not meet the USDA requirements. The primary 
enclosures were presented to the inspection team without a lid and thus did not provide structural strength that was 
sufficient to contain the animal and withstand the normal rigors of transport. If the facility were to attach the lid to the top of 
the enclosure, the ventilation openings, on the sides of the enclosure, were not sufficient to ensure adequate airflow to the 
animal. 
A transport enclosure without a top could allow for the animal to escape or become injured if the enclosure was 
inadvertently overturned. Additionally, inadequate ventilation openings can decrease the airflow within the enclosure and 
impact the health of the hedgehogs.  
Primary transport enclosures for subpart F animals must be structurally sound in order to contain the animal during the 
normal rigors of transport, and contain ventilation openings that are at least 16 percent of the total surface area if on two 
walls or at least 8 percent of the total surface area if on four walls. The licensee must ensure that the enclosures are 
constructed in an appropriate way to ensure the safety of the animals during transport. Correct by 01 April 2024. 

 

This inspection and exit interview were conducted with the licensee. 

 

Additional Inspectors: 

Mark Sanderbeck, ANIMAL CARE INSPECTOR n 
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Count Scientific Name Common Name 
000007  Atelerix albiventris FOUR-TOED HEDGEHOG 
000002  Vulpes lagopus ARCTIC FOX 
000001  Hystrix cristata AFRICAN CRESTED PORCUPINE 
000001  Mephitis mephitis STRIPED SKUNK 
000002  Nasua nasua SOUTH AMERICAN COATI 
000001  Mustela putorius furo DOMESTIC FERRET 
000001  Potos flavus KINKAJOU 
   
000015 Total   
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